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168                    Obstinacy and severity.             [A.D. 1772.
in my friend's study, and was glad to see my old acquaintance, Mr. Francis Barber, who was now returned home1. Dr. Johnson received me with a hearty welcome ; saying,' I am glad you are come, and glad you are come upon such an errand:' (alluding to the cause of the schoolmaster.) Bos-WELL. ' I hope, Sir, he will be in no danger. It is a very delicate matter to interfere between a master and his scholars : nor do I see how you can fix the degree of severity that a master may use.' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, till you can fix the degree of obstinacy and negligence of the scholars, you cannot fix the degree of severity of the master. Severity must be continued until obstinacy be subdued, and negligence be cured.' He mentioned the severity of Hunter, his own master2. 'Sir, (said I,) Hunter is a Scotch name: so it should seem this schoolmaster who beat you so severely was a Scotchman. I can now account for your prejudice against the Scotch.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, he was not Scotch ; and abating his brutality, he was a very good master V
We talked of his two political pamphlets, The False Alarm, and Thoughts concerning Falkland's Islands. JOHNSON. ' Well, Sir, which of them did you think the best?' BOSWELL. 'I liked the second best.' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, I liked the first best; and Beattie liked the first best Sir, there is a subtlety of disquisition in the first, that is worth all the fire of the second.' BOSWELL. ' Pray, Sir, is it true that Lord North paid you a visit, and that you got two hundred a year in addition to your pension?' JOHNSON. ' No, Sir. Except what I had from the bookseller, I
1 From school.   See ante, ii. 71.                           2 See ante, i. 51.
3 Johnson used to say that schoolmasters were worse than the Egyptian task-masters of old. ' No boy,' says he,' is sure any day he goes to school to escape a whipping. How can the schoolmaster tell what the boy has really forgotten, and what he has neglected to learn ?' Johnson's Works (1787), xi. 209. 'I rejoice,' writes J. S. Mill (Auto. p. 53),' in the decline of the old, brutal, and tyrannical system of teaching, which, however, did succeed in enforcing habits of application; but the new, as it seems to me, is training up a race of men who will be incapable of doing anything which is disagreeable to them.'
did
f 1         burgh, in 1781, 'was cursed by two under masters, whose atrocities
